
The Chicago Lawn district was
home to the most robberies, burgla-
ries and arson fires in the city so far
this year. In fact, Chicago Lawn was
the most crime-ridden police dis-
trict in the city with 5,526 reported
crimes, according to police statis-
tics.

On average, there were nearly
seven buildings burglarized and
about four people robbed every day
in the Southwest Side that includes
parts of Chicago Lawn, Marquette
Park and West Englewood, six
months of crime statistics show. 

In all, police reported 1,118 bur-
glaries, 642 robberies and 38 arson
fires.

“It’s a sign of the times,” said Jim
Capraro, executive director of the
Greater Southwest Development
Corp. “Crime is up more in our area
because desperation is up more in
our area. Our neighborhoods have
the highest foreclosure rate in Cook
County, and surrounding areas
aren’t much better. There’s high un-
employment.”

Chicago Lawn Cmdr. John
Kupczyk says the diverse, mostly
working-class communities in his
district face a “perfect storm” for
property crimes during the down
economy.

More people are unemployed or
underemployed, widening the “of-
fender base.” And more folks have
expensive technological gadgets —
like laptops, iPods and GPS sys-
tems — that are high-priced and
easy to carry, a “burglar’s dream,”
he said.

“There are the haves and the
have-nots. . . . The window of oppor-
tunity is wider,” Kupczyk says. 

And burglars are smashing right
through that window, says Otis

Williams, CEO of New Beginnings
in West Englewood.

“If you make a mistake and leave
something on the seat of your van,
these guys ride up and down the
street casing cars, and they smash
the window and take it. . . . They got
me yesterday,” Williams said early
last week. “They got my radio. Ken-
wood.”

It was the sixth time in six weeks
a car in the New Beginnings lot has
been burglarized, Williams said.

“I’m hopping mad. . . . What can
we do about it? Who can we holler
at? We’re trying to convince people
to do business here, and these little
rascals are driving business away.
It’s disheartening,” he said. “We
need increased police patrols. . . .
We don’t need people hanging out
on the corners. Sometimes they
travel in packs like wolves. Some-
body needs to check them, keep a
foot on their neck.”

Kupczyk said bicycle patrols and
squad cars cruising alleys are effec-
tive when a string of burglaries hit a
specific area. And improved foren-
sic evidence collection technology
helps catch more bad guys break-
ing into homes. 

But officers need help from
neighbors to combat the spike in
property crime, Kupczyk said. 

“Some neighborhoods have been
quiet a long time. Maybe your doors
aren’t bolted as well as they should
be. People need to make the target
tough . . . and heighten awareness.
We need them to be our eyes and
ears,” he said. 

Kupczyk also suggested that
folks engrave their initials — even a
defining mark — into their valu-
ables to aid police in recovering the
merchandise if it’s stolen. 

Four Hispanic gangs tangled in
two separate disputes over North
Side turf sparked a 28 percent spike
in violent crime so far this year in
the Shakespeare district, according
to district Cmdr. John Escalante.

In all during the first six months
of the year, there were seven mur-
ders, 105 aggravated assaults and
155 aggravated batteries — all sig-
nificant increases over the same
time period in 2008. The 14th Dis-
trict also saw a nearly 44 percent
spike in robberies over last year, ac-
cording to police statistics.

There’s been a rising tide of gang
shootings responsible for the seri-
ous spike in violent crime that’s
mostly confined to neighborhoods
between Western and Humboldt
and from North to Fullerton, Es-

calante said.
“This is a drug and turf fight and

they’re historic conflicts . . . about a
city block that belongs to one gang
or a guy who has a girlfriend on the
block or moved to a certain block.
Sometimes it is about narcotics
sales,” Escalante said. 

Certain sections of Logan Square
affected by the gang war divide are
downright scary, said the Rev. San-
dra Castillo, pastor at the Episcopal
Church of the Advent. 

“The summer is so hot with
shootings. People have become fear-
ful,” Castillo said. “I’ve seen how
random violence totally trauma-
tizes a family. That happens to all
the families of victims. They take it
with them, and it has a ripple effect
in the community.”

Escalate, who was recently
named the 14th District boss, said
tactical officers have a “zero-toler-
ance” policy when dealing with
gang bangers, busting them for pub-
lic drinking or even pitching pen-
nies on the sidewalk. 

“The goal is to get as many gang
members off the street as possible
by being as highly visible as possi-
ble,” he said. Castillo says con-
cerned neighbors plan to be more
visible, too. They’ll hit the street
Aug. 16 with a prayer vigil, their sec-
ond of the year.

“We’re going to hold up in prayer
all young people who are victims of
street violence,” she said. “Any time
young people are killed on the street
it’s a terrible waste. That’s what we
have been talking about here. A ter-
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7-28-09 Otis Wiliams stands next to his car on west 63rd street...that was
broken into yesterday and his radio stolen. Brian Jackson/Chicago Sun-
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